LINAKER PRIMARY SCHOOL

POLICY STATEMENT OF PROVISION FOR OUR MOST ABLE PUPILS

Aims: 
To identify and assess able pupils within the school

To offer a challenging curriculum in order that they fulfil their potential

Identification and Assessment

The purpose of identification is to determine pupil’s potential in order to make provision for meeting their needs and avoid under achievement

The pupil may be identified by one or more of the following methods:- 

i. Nomination by teacher assessment, parent or the pupil him/herself.

ii. Biographical – pre-school information, previous educational attainment, baseline assessments, parental observation/information, teacher observation.

iii. Standardised tests –

Baseline assessment

SATs Years 2,3,4,5 & 6

NFER-NELSON Group Reading Test 6-12 Yrs 3-5

NFER-NELSON Mathematics Yrs. 3-6

iv. Pupil Profiles – Records of Achievement

    Self-evaluation

If a child is nominated as able in literacy or mathematics, then the class teacher should discuss with the SENCO the need for future action, use of checklists, resources etc. Further assessments and or completion of checklists may be recommended. 

If it is thought the able child is underachieving then we will collaborate with parents to develop a profile of the pupil’s needs to enable the child to realise potential. It is envisaged that the needs of able children will be met within the classroom situation however opportunities for working outside the classroom will be considered. 

SEN Provision for Able Children

A small minority of children are very able but also have special educational needs (e.g. significant emotional/behavioural difficulties). Provision may be possible within the stages of the Code of Practice. At School Action an Individual Behaviour Plan may be drawn up after consultation between the class teacher, SENCO, parent and child.

The needs of the more able child can be various. They can require:-

· Recognition and expectation of their skills by teachers and other adults

· Contact with and acceptance by peer group. It is helpful if interventions are targeted at a group of more able children so that the child’s social needs are met- development of social skills and self-esteem.

· Need to lead children to value their talents in order to increase their self-esteem and sense of worth

· Some children feel insecure because they know they are different from others – they may hide their ability to be like the norm and need to be reassured and encouraged in their learning.
Differentiation

The term ‘differentiation’ is now more commonly encompassed in the phrase ‘the quality of teaching and learning’. We can provide a differentiated curriculum for in four ways:-

i. by outcome – give a common task to all children and gain different levels of response. The teacher should have clear planning of the knowledge, skills and understanding that the able children are expected to demonstrate.

ii
by rate of progress – a pupil will proceed through work at his/her own speed. Some able children can progress quickly through a course of work with little practice or reinforcement.

iii
by enrichment – giving a pupil supplementary tasks to broaden or deepen skills and understanding. Tasks will often involve investigation or problem solving. These activities should be carefully planned with clear educational purpose.

iv
by setting different tasks – the tasks will be related to the same theme or topic as work for other children but will require a higher level of ability to complete. It is easier for the teacher to set different tasks if the extension activities are developed from the core scheme of work.
In years 4, 5 & 6 the pupils are set into ability groups for mathematics, this allows the more able pupils to be challenged and helped to achieve their potential. Pupils in both key stages will have access to non-fiction books, dictionaries, encyclopaedias, the Internet and computer programs allowing the more able pupil develop independent research skills.

Record Keeping 
Information and completed checklists should be kept in individual sections of teachers’ file on pupil progress, where notes on meetings/discussion with parents, SENCO, etc. can also be made. However if the child is to be put on the Code of Practice all information relating to Individual Education/ Behaviour Plans and meetings will be held in the SEN file.
Staff Development

Staff will be encouraged to attend courses and relevant articles can be borrowed from the SENCO and will be kept in the learning Resource Base. 

Monitoring of Policy

Headteacher/SENCO will visit classrooms for overview of effectiveness of the policy. Planning will be looked at by the Curriculum Development Team and/or the SENCO once a year. The SENCO will have termly informal discussions with Class teachers to discuss individual pupils and whether the policy is effective in meeting their needs. 

It is intended that this document should be reviewed and updated annually by the Special Needs Team or the Curriculum Development Team, to take account of changes to staff, government legislation, school aims or new research into the area of the education of the more able.

Updated January 2004

[image: image1.png]\ ¥
AN
4 i
X7,
N
o N4
.
\ h\/ \VE

Linaker Primary School






